News, Notes and Revelations from

St. John’s Blymire’s United Church of Christ

December 2016

IN THIS ISSUE

|

"H#

$% %
$

$% &' (

3 )% %

*%

%
1 2,
3% +

AY
2%
= [— Q7
_—7
Greetings to you and peace from God our Fa#in, and our
Lord Jesus Christ.

| have been talking with people over the past feseks and |
have shared the sentiment | hear them say -- WHHRES THIS

that the "Most wonderful time of the year" is jasbund the corner.

| know a number of people already have had tlaros tuned
to Christmas music and in traveling at night | aggibning to see
homes lit up for Christmas. It really is "beginnitm look a lot like
Christmas." (Forgive me for all the musical refaesn) Christmas --
what does it truly mean for us?

For many it is a very exciting time of year be@iigneans lots
of visits with loved ones and parties, parties, amore parties. For
others it may be a stressful time of year becabsg are the ones
hosting some of those parties or they have a Itnogp@ng list with
few funds to cover that list, etc. For church pedplgenerally means a
lot of activity from decorating the church for thHest Sunday in
Advent to (for us at Blymire's) baking for the ComkValk; attending
the Church Christmas Party; or participating in asfythe many
activities that are offered this time of year. 8ccan be a stress-full
time for many.

We have heard this phrase repeatedly over thetwasity to
thirty years -- "Keep Christ in Christmas" or, "Rember the reason
for the season!" Knowing that many of us like amags, | have
challenged myself to come up with an anagram faisthSo, to keep
Christ in Christmas, maybe these thoughts mighg.hel

C—(borrowing from the Perry Como song, written bydid
Arnold)—is for theCHRIST CHILD . Seeing images of the Nativity
with Mary, Joseph, the baby Jesus and the Sheplardsanimals
gathered around is always so moving. | keep aneQliwod Creche in
my office all year because when | look at it, Inthiabout the birth of
Jesus and how God came to earth to show us thie deptis Love.

H—HEART . In the event of the birth of Jesus Christ we see
clearer than through any other scripture the hélaetlove) of God. As
much as God's desire was for His people to liveghteous life and
attain salvation through serving, | think it brokis heart to know we
just could not do it on our own. Because of His ieasurable love for
us He did the only thing He could to assure usatglu.



R—REDEEM. This perhaps could summarize the life of Jesuscdiee to earth to teach us
the truth about God but also to give His life far $0 that we would no longer be bound by our sins
and would be set free by the power of Jesus' bébed for our sins.

I—INCARNATION . This is one of those words not generally usectlinyrch people but it
simply means —"GOD WITH US." God came from heaverlite and dwell in everyday settings
with His people. How humbling is this??? To knovatttGod became human and faced all the
challenges we face in life. PRAISE BE TO GOD!!!

S—SALVATION . Eternal life with God. What could be more dede&bTo know that if we
believe that Jesus gave His life for us we no lowg# be bound by our inability to totally avoidns
in our life. That by confessing and repenting of sin, we will join our Lord and Savior in His
eternal kingdom!

T—THANKFULNESS . Because of God's love for us shown in the bifttowr Lord and
Savior Jesus Christ, we should put all our effotbiliving a righteous life to show God how
THANKFUL we are for His gesture of love.

As we journey through these next few weeks (wkidhprobably fly by in the blink of an eye)
let us truly keep CHRIST in CHRISTMAS. May we remmn theCHRIST CHILD came to earth
and revealed the lovingEART of God because He cameR&DEEM His people. And because of
the INCARNATION , SALVATION is finally attainable for all people so let us shmur

THANKFULNESS to God!
Jeri and | truly wish you all a Men@HRIST mas and a Happy New Year! 5'3
God Bless! With love, Pastor Lou Ann

SPECIAL SERVICES in DECEMBER

December 4, 2016 - Advent 2
Gospel:Matthew 3:1-12
Sermon: “Better Things to Come"
Choir Anthem: “ Immanuel, God With Us" Williams/Barrett

December 11, 2016 - Advent 3
Gospel:Matthew 11:2-11
Sermon:“Do You See What | See?"
Choir Anthem: “The King Is Coming Soon" Paige

December 18, 2016 - Advent 4
Gospel:Matthew 1:18-25
Sermon:“God With Us!”
Choir Anthem: “Waiting For the Light" Besig/Price

December 24, 2016 - Christmas Eve
Gospel:Luke 2:1-20
Choir Cantata - compiled by Nelson Leader

December 25, 2016 - Christmas Day
Gospel:Luke 2:1-20
Sermon:“The Gift of Life”
No anthem, but lots of special music!




The following families will be lighting the
Advent candles this year.

November 27 - Matt & Randi John family
December 4 - Kevin & Renne Myers family
December 11 - Matt & Jill Boyd family
December 18 -
December 24 - Barb & Hannah Marshall

Mike & Heather Matthews family

SPONSORS
NEEDED

If you would like to

become a sponsor for the

Bulletin and/or Altar Flowers
in memory of a loved one or in honor of an
occasion, please fill in your information in the
book located on the podium in the Gathering
Room. The cost of sponsoring the bulletins for
a week is $10.00. Altar flowers are $17.50 for
a half set and $35.00 for a full set. You may
place your payment in an envelope marked
"Altar Flowers" or "Bulletin" in the offering
plate or malil it to the church office. You may
also sponsor a choir anthem in memory of a
loved one or in honor of a special occasion.
The cost is $50 for each anthem.

Our offering envelopes for 2017 have
arrived. Anyone who requested envelopes last
year will automatically be given them again
this year. If you received envelopes for 2016,
but don’t wish to use them in 2017, please call
the church office. Likewise, call the office if
you did not use envelopes in 2016, but would
like some for 2017.

Using offering envelopes helps to ensure
the privacy of your donations and also makes it
easier for us to keep track of what you have
given for tax purposes. Envelopes will be
available for pickup the middle of December.
Thank you.

Would you like to help our
church without spending any extra
money? You can do this by
buying gift cards to use for every-
day purchases. For every card sold we earn a
profit from 1%2% all the way to 16%, depending
on the merchant.

To get your cards, just fill out an order
form and attach a check or cash. Checks should
be made payable to St. John’s Blymire’s UCC.
You may drop the orders in the offering plate,
place them on Wanda’s desk in the office or
mail them to the church. Payment must be
included with your order. Orders will be sent to
the Great Lakes Scrip Center each Monday
morning.

You may pick up your gift cards from
Sandy Innerst at church the following Sunday.
you are planning to give gift cards to family
or friends for Christmas this is an easy way to
do your shopping.For more information about
the program, you may call Wanda at the church
office  or check out the website
www.glscrip.com.

TOWN MEETING
On Sunday, January 8, there will be a Town
Meeting immediately after the worship service
to discuss and approve the budget and the
members of the Coordinating Ministry Team for
2017. Please mark your calendars and plan to
attend!



SCHEDULE OF DUTIES for DECEMBER

GREETERS:
December 4 - Nancy Taylor
December 11 - Carl & Sharon Criswell
December 18 - Joel & Steph Frey
December 25 - To be announced

GIFT COLLECTORS: LAY READERS:
December 4 - Joel & Steph Frey December 4 - Melsader
December 11 - Tim & Donna Sleeth Decerid - Jeri Jones
December 18 - Mike & Heather Matthews December Gihny Weber
December 25 - Barb Marshall December 25 - PasiorAnn

ACOLYTES: COFFEE SOCIAL HOSTS:
December 4 - Ed & Judy Bishop December 4 - Tarb@unced
December 11 - Greg & Sonja Ness Decerhbe To be announced
December 18 - Eric & Randi John December 18 b&@@announced
December 25 - Barb & Ed Adams December 25 - Tarb®unced
SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS: LIGHTING CPERATORS:

December 4 - Terry Doll DecemberJbel Frey
December 11 - Ed Adams December 1leg®less
December 18 - Chase Matthews December@r@g Ness
December 25 - Wyatt Myers December 2terliag Boyd
CAMERA OPERATORS: DEO OPERATORS:
December 4 - Greg Ness DecembeBytney Brown
December 11 - John Sterling December Jeki Jones
December 18 - Todd Miller December 18dylBishop
December 25 - Greg Ness December 25sdddleader

ALTAR GUILD: Jean McDowell & Barb Adams
DEADLINE FOR JANUARY NEWSLETTER: December 15
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REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS

Freda Berry
1240 South Pleasant Avenue
Dallastown, PA 17313
244-2282

Peggy Luckenbaugh
Room 704B
Colonial Manor Nursing Home
970 Colonial Avenue

Anita Spahr York, PA 17403

36 West Main Street
Dallastown, PA 17313
244-7392
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A1C Ness, Brandon
98950 East Harmony Lane
Tucson, AZ 85748
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... .tothe Sisters of Servicdor organizing the bazaar and to everyone who
donated food, crafts, plants, and rummage itemank$itoLinda Eichelberger
and the many others who spent countless hoursigotéims, setting up, collecting
money, and cleaning up. Thanks3onja Ness and Heather Matthew$or taking
charge of the kitchen and tRi&€ENS for serving the meals. Thankskoan Doll
for organizing the craft table¥our work was greatly appreciated. Thanks also o
everyone who came out to purchase things. We maete$3000 profit.

... .to everyone who bought apple dumplingdluring our recent fundraiser. Thankd\telson
and Marti Leader for picking them up and sorting them.

... .to Brenda Miller for organizing our very own “Best Kept Secrets To&he introduced
many unique shops to those on the tour.

... .to Kathi Sterling for leading the Healing Hearts group throughoutytbar and for planning
all the trips for them. Thanks also for invitingetbongregation to go on many of the outings.

... .to Marti Leader for organizing the SERRV Sale on November 26. kbaalso to everyone
who helped with the sale and who bought items.

... .to Andy Stump and all the members of his band and choir for pr&sg the concert on
November 27 to benefit ASAPH Teaching Ministriebamks also to those who donated money
to help with the hurricane relief in Haiti. We ragsalmost $1200 for this cause.

. .to the members of the congregatiomho turned in their 2017 Commitment Carlis/ou
have not already turned in your cards, it is notl&de. You may place them in the offering plate
any time now through December 18. This is impdrtdtlease make this commitment to your
church! Thank you.

... .to all the team leadersvho have been working hard to get their 2017 busdgesdy.




FINANCIAL REPORT

Undesignated General Fund Red Brick Chapel Cemetery
Month-2016 Income Expense Income Expense Income Expense
January $7,887.33 $8,395.21 $549.65 $151.88 $451.20 $0.00
February $14,123.82 $8,677.36 $1,249.27 $181.00 $0.73 $1,095.00
March $9,627.13| $11,746.85 $522.60 $413.84 $0.64 $2,324.23
April $8,812.60 $7,989.95 $503.95 $123.18 $0.48 $325.00
May $11,191.79 $8,122.81 $1,002.85 $2,056.78 $0.40 $1,485.00
June $8,631.06| $12,019.11 $1.97 $402.36 $0.24 $2,214.08
July $9,481.53 $7,228.27 $502.06 $69.11 $6.10 $2,255.00
August $10,605.11 $9,943.73 $1,072.21 $117.33 40.62 $2,135.38
September $8,222.30| $12,162.42 $593.59 $417.79 $0.32 $2,719.08
October $11,295.55( $11,278.13 $678.28 $74.16 $0.14 $935.00
November
December
Total $99,878.22| $97,563.84 $6,676.43 $4,007.43 $460.87| $15,487.77
Balance of Undesignated General Fund @ November 1, 2016
$5,929.11
Balance of Red Brick Chapel Fund @ November 1, 2016
(Includes $42,215.73 Endowment) $68,274.26
Balance of Cemetery Fund @ November 1, 2016
(Includes $715,659.15 CD'’s, Trusts, UCC Foundation)) $718,596.47

Financial Assistance Given through Hand of Hope Fund - 2016

# Total Monthly  Available
Families $$% Donations Balance
Beginning $ 361.26
January 2 $ 5000% 8031% 39157
February 2 $ 75.00 % 9547 $ 412.04
March $ 9641 3% 508.45
April 3 $ 75.00 $ 82.46 $ 515.91
May 2 $ 50.00 $ 95.29 $ 561.20
June 5 $ 500.00 $ 91.32 $ 15252
July 2 $ 50.00 $ 106.13 $ 208.64
August 1 $ 25.00% 78.283% 261.93
September 1 $ 5000% 9366 % 30559
October 1 $ 50.00% 123.07 $ 378.66
November
December
Total 19 $ 925.00 $ 942.40




Cookie Walk

Come to our annual Cookie

Walk on Saturday, December 10, , ,
from 9:00 AM until noon (or FAITH KIDZ will be working on several

homemade cookies will be available. Buy as 14, and 22.
many as you like, mix and match flavors, all for
just $7.00 per pound.

In order for this to be a success we need
lots of cookies, so get out your cookbooks,
mixing bowls and cookie sheets. Donations
may be dropped off at the church on Thursday, The TEENS will be meeting December 4 at

December 8, or Friday, December 9. the church for a Christmas party at 6:30 PM
If you were unable to attend the SERRV _ —
sale on November 26, SERRV items will also On December 18 we will be going in to York

be available for purchase during the Cookie to help with Helping Hands for the Homeless.
Walk. Come and browse the beautiful Anyone from the church is invited to join us.
handmade items from other countries. Each  There is a box in the Gathering Room to
purchase you make will help these craftsmen collect toiletries to hand out. Please limit itetos
and their countries. This is a good way to do shampoo, conditioner, body wash, soap, feminine
your Christmas shopping and also help others atproducts, toothpaste/tooth brushes, and deodorant.
the same time.

Preparations have begun for our annual

December 18, for Christmas caroling at the December 11, from 1:00 PM -??? _
homes of our shut-ins. We will leave the church HOsts are needed for the following courses:

parking lot at 5:30 PM. 1:00-3:00 PM Appetizers
2:00- 4:00 PM Soups and Breads
\V,. 3:00-5:00 PM - Main Course
2 S.0.S. and 4:00 PM - 227 - Desserts
MEN’'S GROUP If you would like to serve as one of the hosts,
Neither the Sisters of please see or call Sharon Criswell (244-7456).
Service nor the Men's Groumvill be  Thankyou.
meeting in the month of December. YULETIDE
~ " The Men’s Group will resume with
their meeting on January 10. Watch for more CONCERT ;w
information in the next newsletter. The Dallastown Hig

The next meeting of the Sisters of Service School String and Choral

will be held in March 2017. More details will  Ensembles will present a Yuletide Concert here at
follow in the March newsletter. SOS would like the church on Friday’ December 16’ at 7:00 PM.

to send a big thank you to everyone for their please invite your friends and join us for this
help with the annual bazaar. holiday concert.
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EMMANUEL'S CLOSET

December 2016

Christmas Project

We would like to thank
everyone who took a name and
bought a Christmas gift for one
of children at Emmanuel’s
Closet. You will help to make their Christmas a
little brighter.

Food Donations

Thank you to everyone who
helped with extra donations of
food and money so we could
buy gift cards for our clients to use when
preparing their holiday meals. The extra
Thanksgiving bags were given out on November
12 and November 19. The extra Christmas bags
will be given out on December 10 and
December 17.

Cartridge Recycling

Don’t forget to bring in your

&~ empty printer cartridges and place
them in the Emmanuel’'s Closet bin
in the Gathering Room. Thank you
for your support of this project which will not
only raise money for those in need, but also help
to keep our planet “green.”

E.C. Continuing Needs
Juice
Cereal
Peanut Butter/Jelly
Spaghetti Sauce
Boxed Dry Pastas
Helper Meals
Dessert Items
Condiment Items
Canned Tuna/Meats
Canned Broth
Canned Fruit/Vegetables
Coffee/Tea
Deodorant, Soap, Shampoo
Toothpaste, Toothbrushes
Toilet Paper, Tissues, Paper Towels
Dish Washing Liquid
Laundry Detergent
All-Purpose Cleaners
Baby food, formula, diapers, etc.
Children’s books/toys
Small household items

Please, NO Expired Food Items

We are now acceptln% fall and winter
clothing. They should be clean, in good
repalr and unstained.

THANKS FOR CARING!



Revelations for December from “Bly Mie” Mouse

tis hard to believe that as you read this our Kegiving Day is already

Day with your loved ones. | know | ate too muctkay and stuffing because my
mouse spouse -- MIRE made an amazing meal! Soatftay of watching the parade
and football and eating that meal (with the nafotiow), | definitely had a great Thanksgiving
Day!
| heard a bit of fantastic news on Facebook.HAGE MATTHEWS was inducted into the
National Honor Society!!''! CONGRATULATIONS CHASE!NNou are an awesome young man!

music -- the instruments, the choir. WOO-HOO!!! Amnek were so pleased to present a check for
the Hurricane Matthew relief fund we collected huch. We gave Andy a sizeable check to use to
help rebuild his neighborhood in Haiti! GOD BLES®WY, ANDY AND THE MINISTRY YOU
SERVE! And, THANK YOU to everyone who contributedthe fund!

How beautiful is the church Sanctuary? | just LOMESee the Christmas Tree decked out
with the Chrismons, the beautiful wreaths, liglatsg the Nativity Scene!!! | always love when
Mire and | decorate our house and we see the glmmtbe mini-mouse eyes! Just amazing and

Of course that now means we are into DecembeAhhdhe activities that brings. We will
have our Annual Church Christmas Party on Decer@lvenich again will be another fantastic meal
with all the dishes the people make and bring! Alave to see the fun after the meal as the little
ones get to visit with the North Pole VIP!!! Plamjoin us, but let us know in advance!

The Fun Team also has the SERRYV sale going ot laake already enjoyed browsing the
tables. | have a number of gift items already linpdand | just hope no one buys them before | get
my funds built up!

As always, there are the other activities this thawith the teens going to downtown York
to distribute items to the homeless (how AWESOMEtaey!); the Cookie Walk; the Shut-in
Christmas Caroling; and this year we again havesthieg Ensemble and the Chorus from
Dallastown High School in concert on December 18tiah to attend!

Now, if you still have a free evening or two, planvisit Christmas Magic. The children have
a tree they made the decorations for and the FUlnTigas an EIf tree among the displays. | hope to
be able to get there. Of course we need to snealg & someone's car so maybe we can pull that
off—as long as it is a warm evening. Mice do nowd! in bitter cold temps.

The most important thing for this month's musirsg® remember the reason for the season!
We celebrate the birth of our Lord and Savior wikerd came to dwell among us. All the other stuff
is fluff and has little meaning if we do not keegedised on that babe in the manger. So, my family

Have a HAPPY NEW YEAR too!
See you (next year)! God Bless us all!

Your faith-friends, BLY and MIRE and family!






