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News, Notes and Revelations from 
St. John’s Blymire’s United Church of Christ 

_____________________________________________________February 2015 
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Greetings to you and peace from God our Father, and our Lord 
Jesus Christ. 
 We are into the month of February already. And, we are very 
well aware that this month presents to us a focus of LOVE, HISTORY 
(with President's Day) and most years FAITH. We certainly hope 
everyone has a "Happy Valentine's Day" where you definitely are 
surrounded by love. And, we also hope you feel "proud to be an 
American" as we observe a holiday commemorating the combined 
birthdays of two leaders of our great country. 
 But, the event we observe on February 18th this year is one of 
the very important days in the life of a believer. Ash Wednesday is the 
beginning of our yearly Lenten journey. It marks the start of a penitent, 
faithful journey that ends with the death of Jesus on the cross and his 
burial in the tomb. Lent is for many a very somber time because it is (as 
described in Wikipedia)......"The traditional purpose of Lent is the 
preparation of the believer through prayer, penance, repentance of 
sins, almsgiving, atonement and self-denial." 
 Traditionally, we are very aware that many believers GIVE UP 
something during the season of Lent. This is to deepen our PENANCE 
and our REPENTANCE OF SINS. That is why on SHROVE 
TUESDAY (Donut Day) we make sure we use up the "bad things" we 
have in our diets the rest of the year. Then, because the coffers are 
empty, we refrain from partaking of these sinful delicacies for the 
season of Lent. We enter into a time of "fasting" where we take on the 
discipline of denying ourselves some of the daily pleasures we don't 
even blink at doing or sharing any other time of the year. The important 
word here is -- DISCIPLINE. 
 The season of Lent is forty days -- to commemorate the forty 
days Jesus spent in the wilderness under the temptation of the evil one 
before he began his public ministry. During those forty days we know 
Jesus was tempted by Satan to break his fast and "turn the stones into 
bread" in order to eat. This is why for many believers, we make our 
covenant to give up something as an act of our sincere desire to be faith 
centered in our lives. Many people give up eating or drinking certain 
things they normally consume daily. Other people make a promise to 
give up watching a television program that they "live for" week to 
week. This is the discipline of SELF-DENIAL.  
   

 

�   



 If during your Lenten journey you enter into a covenant of self-denial, we pray that all may 
stand fast in faith and resist the temptation to give in to those daily habits. For all who take on the  
fasting (the self-denial) of Lent, we offer our prayers and our support in your journey. We pray 
that your closeness to God brings to you a sense of AT-ONE-MENT (Atonement) with God. We 
hope that you feel deep in your soul the presence of God in your daily life and the strength of the 
Spirit walking with you each step of your way. 
 Traditionally, Lent is a very somber, sad time for believers but I think this aspect is    
changing in recent times. Certainly we have the emphasis of self-examination and sadness for the 
weaknesses we have in our faith lives, but, we also have the shadow of the cross before us and we 
know that the story does not end there. We have the joy of the good news of the resurrection of our 
Lord in our lives. 
 So, as we begin the season of Lent, may it be for us a joint venture into a deeper faith and 
trust in God! Remember, the cross is just one step in the process of our redemption that is        
complete with Easter morning!  
 

      God Bless! With love, Pastor Lou Ann 

SPECIAL SERVICES in FEBRUARY 
 

Feb. 1 -   Epiphany 4 
 Gospel: Mark 1:21-28    
 Sermon: "Know and Obey Jesus" 
 Anthem: "Ask of Me"  
 

Feb. 8 -   Epiphany 5 
 Gospel: Mark 1:29-39 
 Sermon: "Jesus Heals and Teaches" 
 Anthem: "Cast Your Cares Upon the Lord" 
  

Feb. 15 -   Transfiguration Sunday 
       Gospel: Mark 9:2-9  
       Sermon: "The Transfiguration" 
       Anthem: "The Light of the World is Jesus" 
 

Feb. 18 -   Ash Wednesday 
 Gospel: Matthew 6:1-6, 16-21  
 Sermon: “Do for God -- Not Others" 
 Anthem:  "Teach Us to Pray" 
 

Feb. 22 -   Lent 1 
                Gospel: Mark 1:9-15  
                Sermon: "The Time is Fulfilled" 
                Anthem: "In Majesty He Will Come"  



SCHEDULE OF DUTIES for FEBRUARY 

          GREETERS:               WELCOMERS:   
     February 1 - Chet & Gwen Wise    February 1 - To be announced  
           February 8 - Sterling Boyd    February 8 - To be announced  

February 15 - Joel & Steph Frey     February 15 - To be announced  
February 23 - Chas & Janet Williamson  February 23 - To be announced  
 
    
          GIFT COLLECTORS:        LAY READERS:   

     February 1 - Ken & Ida Michael   February 1 - Barb Adams 
           February 8 - Chuck & Carolyn Bruce  February 8 - Linda Eichelberger  

February 15 - Ruth Grove    February 15 - Nelson Leader 
February 23 - Ginny Weber   February 23 - Susan McDowell 
    
   
          ACOLYTES:        COFFEE SOCIAL HOSTS:   

     February 1 - Ginny Weber & Beth March February 1 - To be announced  
           February 8 - Charlie & Theresa Diehl  February 8 - To be announced   

February 15 - John Sterling & Jeri Jones   February 15 - To be announced  
February 23 - Terry & Fran Doll   February 23 - Joel & Stephanie Frey 

                         
             
 SOUND SYSTEM OPERATORS:                  LIGHTING OPERATORS:   
        February 1 - Terry Doll          February 1 - Greg Ness  
        February 8 - Ed Adams       February 8 - Joel Frey 
        February 15 - Chase Matthews    February 15 - Greg Ness 
        February 22 - Wyatt Myers     February 22 - Sterling Boyd 

 
        CAMERA OPERATORS:                         VIDEO OPERATORS:   

        February 1 - Greg Ness        February 1 - Fran Doll 
        February 8 - Greg Ness     February 8 - Tessa Myers 
        February 16 - Todd Miller   February 16 - Judy Bishop 
        February 22 - Terry Doll   February 22 - Nelson Leader 
                                     

ALTAR GUILD: Jean McDowell & Barb Adams 
 

DEADLINE FOR MARCH NEWSLETTER: February 15 

 



CELEBRATING FEBRUARY ANNIVERSARIES  
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REMEMBER OUR SHUT-INS 

 
Hazel Erwine 

3185 Paulownia Lane 
York, PA 17404 

889-8677 
 

Helen Lippiatt 
2518 Joppa Road 
York, PA 17403 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Peggy Luckenbaugh 
121 First Avenue 

Red Lion, PA 17356 
244-1869 

 
 
 

*************************************************** ************************   

 A1C Ness, Brandon  
 3625 S. 8th St. 
 P O Box 314 
 Tucson, AZ 85707 

*************************************************** ************************ 

Upcoming Lectionary Scripture Readings  
 

March 1, 2015 – Lent 2 
 OT: Genesis 17:1-7, 15-18    Psalm 22:23-31     NT: Romans 4:13-25     Gospel: Mark 8:31-38 
March 8, 2015 – Lent 3 
 OT: Exodus 20:1-17      Psalm 19     NT: 1 Corinthians 1:18-25     Gospel: John 2:13-22 
March 15, 2015 – Lent 4 
 OT: Numbers 21: 4-9     Psalm 107:1-3, 17-22     NT: Ephesians 2:1-10     Gospel: John 3:14-21 
March 22, 2015 – Lent 5 
 OT: Jeremiah 31:31-34     Psalm 51:1-12      NT: Hebrews 5:5-10     Gospel: John 12:20-33 
March 29, 2015 – Palm Sunday 
 OT: Isaiah 50:4-9a     Psalm 118:19-29     NT: Philippians 2:5-11     Gospel: Mark 11:1-11 

 

EASTER FLOWER ORDER 
 

It’s time to think Spring and order your flowers for Easter.   To place an  
order, please fill out the form below and drop it  in the offering plate or  

send it to the church office.  The cost for each plant is listed below. 
The deadline for orders is Sunday, February 22.   

Please pay when ordering. Flowers may be picked up after the service  
on Easter Sunday, April 5.  Thank you. 

- - - - - - - - - - -  - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
   _______Lilies ($8.75)    _______Tulips($8.75)        _______Mums ($9.50) 
  
NAME________________________________________________________________________ 
 
In Memory of: _________________________________________________________________ 
 
_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  
In Honor of:___________________________________________________________________ 
 
____________________________________________________________________________ 



Month-2014 Income Expense Income Expense Income Expense 

January $9,333.32 $10,118.03 $4.81 $242.17      $483.79 $1,582.50 

February $8,909.95 $10,355.80 $1079.38 $288.20 $1.79 $982.50 

March $10,703.11 $15,385.81 $629.90 $490.64 $1.82 $2,977.28 

April $10,790.16 $10,977.31 $529.78 $243.22 $1.64 - 

May $9,091.16 $8,486.61 $505.01 $107.83 $1.69 $450.00 

June $10,654.36 $12,239.76 $4.89 $267.60 $1.52 $1,836.03 

July $9,581.95 $9,675.67 $942.59 $77.93 $1,007.12 $2,305.00 

August $8,802.68 $6,073.52 $5.16 $105.70 $1.32 $1,605.00 

September $9,577.61 $11,789.17 $4.96 $349.09 $1.12 $1,906.03 

October $8,791.11 $8,435.50 $53.25 $8,128.56 $1.03 $1,510.00 

November $9,862.27 $6,283.60 $201.81 $113.86 $71.32 $1,360.00 

December $14,945.16 $13,618.06 $251.79 $1,658.64 $60.81 $1,283.57 

Total $121,042.84 $123,438.84 $4,213.33 $12,073.44      $1,634.97 $17,797.91 

Undesignated General Fund Red Brick Chapel Cemetery  

Financial Assistance Given through Hand of Hope Fund - 2014 
 #  Total   Monthly   Available   

 Families $$$   Donations   Balance    

Beginning     $    177.00    

January  7  $    306.15   $    221.76   $      92.61    

February 5  $    175.00   $    257.73   $    175.34    

March 6  $    150.00   $    127.60   $    152.94    

April 8  $    275.00   $    275.87   $    153.81   

May 8  $    250.00   $    246.81   $    150.62   

June 5  $    150.00   $    163.61   $    164.23   

July 4  $    100.00   $    104.63   $    104.63    

August 1  $    150.00   $      50.83   $      69.69    

September    $    100.31   $    170.00    

October    $    134.02   $    304.02    

November 2  $      50.00   $      74.83   $    328.86    

December 10  $    350.00   $    330.19   $    309.05    
       

Total 56 $  1,956.15 $  2,088.20    

FINANCIAL REPORT 

Balance of Undesignated General Fund @ January 1, 2015                                                                 
  (includes $4000 transferred from Discretionary Fund in June, $1408 CD interest in Sept) $3,108.87 

Balance of Red Brick Chapel Fund @ January 1, 2015  
                (Includes $40,366.21.20 Endowment) $60,987.88 

Balance of Cemetery Fund @ January 1, 2015 
                (Includes $741,978.84 CD’s, Trusts, UCC Foundation))  $750,929.24 



      
MEN’S  
GROUP  

 

        Join the men of Blymire on Tuesday,       
February 10, at 7:00 PM at the church. 
Bring a friend to the meeting. We will dis-
cuss our ongoing fund raising events. As 
always we have an open discussion on joys 
and concerns and new leadership. Come 
join us for a time of sharing. There will be 
refreshments served.  REMEMBER ALL 
MEN ARE WELCOME.  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

 
 

 

           FAITH KIDZ will be meeting every 
Wednesday in February, except for the 18th, 
Ash Wednesday. We will be working on our 
lessons and making gifts for the shut-ins.  
_____________________________________________________________________________ 

 

            On Friday, February 13,     
beginning at 6:00 PM, our 
church will be serving a Soup 
and Sandwich meal consisting 
of vegetable soup, chicken 

corn soup, and cold cut  sandwiches. There 
will be a freewill offering to cover the cost 
of the food.  
 Following the meal at 7:00 PM, a 
video of Sight and Sound Theatre’s produc-
tion of “Ruth” will be shown. There is no 
charge for the movie and free popcorn will 
be available. Drinks will be sold for 50 
cents each.  
 If you are planning to be here for the 
meal, please RSVP to the Pastor Lou Ann or 
Barb Marshall by February 8 so they know 
how much food to prepare.  If you will be    
attending the movie only, you do not need 
to RSVP. This is open to the community, so    
invite your friends and family.  
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
          TEENS will hold their regular meetings on 
Sunday, February 1, and Sunday, February 15, at 
6:30 PM at the church.  
         They will be participating in a 30 Hour Famine 
to raise money for hunger on Friday, February 27, 
thru Saturday, February 28. Please show them your 
support and sponsor one of them. If you would like 
to participate in the 30 Hour Famine with the 
TEENS, see Barb Marshall for more information. 
_____________________________________________________________________         

      BOOK SALE 
         We are getting ready for our  annual 
Book Fair here at the church. If your 
shelves are overflowing and there is no 
room for the new books and movies that 
you got for Christmas, why not donate 
some of the old ones to our Book Fair. You may 
place your donations under the windows in the  
Gathering Room. Also check out the tables to see if 
there are any that you would like to purchase. The 
sale will take place February 1-22. New items will 
be put out as they are received, so keep checking 
each week. 
_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

     We will be holding a Silent Auction 
here at the church from February 22 
through March 8. Starting February 15, 
you may bring your quality items and 
place them in the Gathering Room.  Set 

up will take place at 1:00 PM on February 22.   
_____________________________________________________________________ 
 

        Donations of old flannel sheets or 
pillowcases are needed to make soaker 
pads and laundry bags for the residents 
of Homewood at Plum Creek.  
        Please give your donations to Stephanie Frey or 
Linda Eichelberger. Thank you. 
 

   

  . . .  to everyone who supported the Joseph and Sue Martin on January 8.  
 

 . . .  to Marti Leader for organizing our Chili Cook-off and to everyone who 
took part, either by making chili or acting as a judge. 
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Jesus Is My 
  Valentine 
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EMMANUEL’S CLOSET 
February 2015 

Easter Project 
 

      Since there are so many egg hunts available for 
the public to attend, we have once again decided to 
forego giving out Easter candy. Instead we will be 
giving gift cards to our children and teens to be 
used to buy socks, underwear and diapers. We are 
asking for monetary donations and/or Walmart gift 
cards for the give out. Please have any donations in 
by March 15.  The cards will be given out on 
March 21. 
 Our Easter food distribution 
will be held on March 21 and 
March 28.  Since gift cards were 
such a help last year, we would like 
to continue to give each family a Jerry’s Great 
Value gift card in the amounts of $20, $35, $40 or 
$50, depending upon family size.  This Easter 
project will include regular grocery items, a special 
spring cake mix and frosting, along with the gift 
card. Instant mashed potatoes, canned vegetables, 
canned fruit, gravy, pudding, jello, cake mixes and 
frosting are always needed.  Please deliver items to 
Emmanuel’s Closet no later than March 7 to allow 
ample time to sort and purchase necessary 
additional supplies if needed. 
      Items for these projects, along with any other 
donations, can be placed in the bins in the 
Gathering Room. If you would like to donate 
monetary funds, please put your cash or check 
(made payable to Emmanuel’s Closet) in an 
envelope in the offering plate with the words 
Emmanuel’s Closet written on it. If you prefer to 
donate gift cards, they are always appreciated. 

 

 Diapers 
 

 Diapers are the item that is most 
requested by our clients. As stated above, 
we will be giving out gift cards for them 
on March 21.  However, there is a need 

throughout the year and we are asking for regular 
donations of any brand of diapers, especially sizes 
2 through 6. We are also asking for donations of 
wipes of any brand to give out along with the 
diapers. Smaller packs of approximately 50 are 
best. We want to give everyone equal amounts and 
large packs cannot be opened and separated.  
 

Cartridge Recycling 
 

      Don’t forget to bring in 
your empty printer cartridges 
and place them in the box in the 
Emmanuel’s Closet bin in the Gathering 
Room.  Thank you for your support of this 
project which will not only raise money for 
those in need, but also help to keep our 
planet “green.” 

 

E.C. Continuing Needs 
 

Juice  
Cereal  

Peanut Butter/Jelly 
Spaghetti Sauce 

Boxed Dry Pastas 
Helper Meals 
Dessert Items 

Condiment Items 
Canned Tuna/Meats 

Canned Broth 
Canned Fruit/Vegetables 

Coffee/Tea 
Deodorant, Soap, Shampoo 
Toothpaste, Toothbrushes 

Toilet Paper, Tissues, Paper Towels 
Dish Washing Liquid 
Laundry Detergent 

All-Purpose Cleaners 
Baby food, formula, diapers, etc. 

Children’s books/toys 
Small household items 

Please, NO Expired Food Items 
 

We are now collecting spring and 
summer clothing. They should be clean, 

in good repair and unstained.   

THANKS FOR CARING! 



Revelations for FEBRUARY from “Bly Mire” Mouse 
  

 BRRRRRRRRR!!!!!! I don't think I really need to say anything about how 
cold this winter is! I know I have been trying hard to stay warm. I have spent 

extra hours every evening snuggling with my loved ones so that we can all stay 
warm. My little ones have been sniffling today so I truly hope they are not getting 
sick. I understand many humans are sick with the flu and others are having 
problems with bronchitis. I really hope that you are able to stay healthy throughout 
this cold, winter season! 
 I have some news to share with you. Over the Christmas holiday I had a 

very pleasant surprise. A cousin that I haven't seen for a long time called and said that he was in the area 
and he wanted to visit with me and the family. So, BUCC soon knocked on our door. We spent a lot of 
hours catching up with each other. I shared how good my life is going here at Blymire's church and also 
shared with him that his buddy Pastor Curt retired and the church is looking for another Pastor. I asked 
him how things were going for him and he kinda hung his head and got quiet. I kept pushing him to share 
with me and he finally told me that at his church home things were not going so good. The church 
membership was getting less and less and finally they decided to close the doors. So, without anyone 
using the building, there is no more heat or food available and it certainly would be very lonely with no 
activity. So, he asked me if it would be okay for him to move in with me and my family for a while. 
"CERTAINLY" I said. So, for close to a month now, BUCC has been living with us. And, I want to make 
sure that we try to keep up his spirits so that the major change in his life doesn't get him down too much. 
 I approached Pastor Lou Ann to ask if she would help keep BUCC active. I really hesitated doing 
this because, if you remember, she has a cat at her home. Well, she said she certainly would do all she 
could to help lighten his spirits. So, she took BUCC to her home. I saw some pictures on facebook that 
BUCC went on a trip to Bristol, TN with Pastor Lou Ann and Jeri. The pictures I saw showed BUCC 
having a good time. He even asked Jeri to teach him to drive! Now, I wish I could have seen that. And, I 
had to chuckle when I saw BUCC standing on his head!!!!! He was tired from the long trip and was 
getting "antsy". Another picture I saw was BUCC with some guy playing a piano. I later learned that the 
guy was Joe Martin -- the composer that the church commissioned to write their 250th anniversary 
anthem. WOW -- BUCC already has gotten to "hob-nob" with some celebs. Joe's wife Sue (hubba-hubba) 
had a good time talking to BUCC and when he got back to our mouse-house he could not stop talking 
about having met "The Little Mermaid". Apparently, Sue Martin was Ariel on the Disney Cruise Ship. 
WOW!!!!! Needless to say, I am envious! The next day BUCC went with Barb Marshall and the Teens to 
River Valley Ranch for the weekend. He has gone on and on and on about the fun the teens had even 
though they couldn't do outside activities because of the cold weather. I am grateful that BUCC's 
transition has been good so far, but I am concerned that if he doesn't have ongoing activities, he may 
become depressed.  
 SO...... I have a huge favor to ask of all of you! BUCC will be somewhere around the welcome 
table on Sunday mornings. If you see him there, invite him to come to your house for a couple of days 
and involve him in your family activities. Take pictures and then print them out or post them on 
facebook. We will try to print them with an explanation of BUCC's activities and then post them on 
bulletin boards in the Sunday School wing of the church. We will keep a journal of BUCC and his 
experiences while he is with us. He will be looking for another residence but for now, he is staying with 
us.  We don't know how long he will be here but we definitely want him to be busy!  
 As we approach February -- the month of "LOVE" because of Valentine's day, I just want all of 
you to know how much I love being a part of Blymire's church! You are all very special people and 
definitely share the love of God with creatures -- great and small! THANK YOU! I LOVE YOU!  
        God Bless!  
        Bly 
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